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Help for parents is on the way

Website for after-school and summer programs launched
Vancouver parents and youth will get a new resource to aid in finding activities for after school and summer time. The website www.schoolsoutletsgo.org will be launched by the Vancouver Coalition for Out-of School Time. The official launch and demonstration will be held at 4:15 p.m., Wednesday, May 27 at the Boys and Girls Club, 409 NE Anderson Rd. 

The “School’s Out…Let’s Go” website is a search engine that lists over 100 different programs available to youth during after school and summer hours in the Vancouver and Evergreen School Districts. Visitors to the site can search by category of interest or geographic area. 

“The after school hours can be a time of great risk or great opportunity for youth. It is our responsibility to ensure that children have the chance to take advantage of this time and grow as active participants in our community,” says Vancouver Mayor Royce Pollard. 

“Studies show that juvenile crime rates are highest between 3 and 6 p.m. Engaging children in activities after school and during the summer when youth might otherwise go unsupervised is an excellent way to ensure positive outcomes for that time of day,” said Evergreen School District Superintendent John Deeder.

“The ‘School’s Out…Let’s Go!’ website is a new tool for parents and children,” said Steven Webb, superintendent of Vancouver Public Schools. “It highlights many of the opportunities available to keep our youth engaged in constructive and creative activities outside school hours.”
Vancouver Coalition for Out-of-School Time members include At Home At School- Washington State University Vancouver, Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest Washington, the City of Vancouver, Educational Service District 112, Evergreen School District, Fort Vancouver Regional Library District, The Parks Foundation, Police Activities League (PAL), Vancouver School District, Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation, and YMCA of Clark County Family with the support of many other local area program providers. 
The Coalition has received numerous grants, including one from the National League of Cities, which has aided in the development of the website. The National League of Cities has helped other cities such as Chicago, St. Paul, Denver and Dallas, develop resources for parents and children during after school and summer time. 

The new website will also be demonstrated to the public at the Vancouver Family Magazine “2009 Children’s Festival” taking place at Westfield Vancouver Mall on Saturday, May 30 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
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